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Dear	Fellow	Rambler,	

At	the	time	of	writing,	after	a	few	
false	starts,	spring	has	finally	
arrived!		This	brings	a	new	
element	to	walks	as	the	spring	
flowers	brighten	up	our	pathways	
and	lunch	breaks	take	on	more	of	
a	picnic	feel.	

As	you	may	notice,	I	am	not	the	
usual	editor,	so	best	wishes	go	to	
Kathy,	who	is	taking	a	break	while	
her	back	recovers.	

In	the	edition,	we	thank	Tessa	for	
her	dedication,	find	details	of	our	
area	groups’	escapades,	including		
those	who	faced	the	Beast	from	the	
East,	plus	the	chance	to	explore	the	
South	Devon	Coast	and	Wessex	by	
rail.			

Here’s	to	some	long	summer	
days,	

Vanessa	Adnitt	–	Acting	Editor	

In	this	issue:	
v Tessa’s	Tireless	Work!	
v GDPR	
v Clevedon’s	Walk	Around	
Berkeley		

v Southwold	Face	The	Beast!	
v Coach	Trip	to	the	Malverns	
v Somer	Valley	Walking	
Festival	

v Wessex	Wanderer	Railway	
Walks	

v Good	Landowner	Scheme	
	

See	Avon	Area	Website	for	
contact	details:	
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Tessa’s	Tireless	Work!	
Area	Chair	Tessa	Wyatt	had	a	lovely	
surprise	at	our	Area	AGM	in	February	–	a	
framed	Volunteer	Commendation,	“for	
an	outstanding	contribution	to	walking.”	
	
Andy	Pearson’s	photo	shows	Tessa	
receiving	the	award	from	Ramblers	
Trustee	Peter	Carr.	
	
Peter	told	the	AGM	that	Tessa	had	been	nominated	by	Ramblers	
members	because	she	“works	tirelessly	for	the	Norton	Radstock	and	
Avon	Ramblers,	motivating	and	encouraging	members,	and	new	
ventures,	to	keep	the	face	of	the	Ramblers	in	the	forefront	of	the	local	
community,	spending	much	of	her	own	time	working	on	this.	Tessa’s	
dedication	to	the	Ramblers	is	immeasurable.”	
	
GDPR		Or	should	that	be	GURR!!!	
Most	members	will	have	been	asked	for	their	communication	
preference	when	they	joined	the	Ramblers.	By	now,	you	should	have	
been	asked	to	confirm	your	communication	preference.	This	
information	is	stored	electronically	at	head	office.	
	
Ramblers	head	office	are	the	legal	information	managers	and	send	
Membership	Secretaries	a	list	each	month	of	members	and	their	
chosen	preference.		Groups	must	follow	the	indication	made	by	
members.	
	
There	will	be	members	who	like	to	receive	walks	programmes,	
newsletters	and	regular	updates	from	their	groups	but	may	not	wish	to	
receive	the	same	type	of	information	from	the	Ramblers	nationally.	
At	the	time	of	writing	there	is	no	mechanism	for	Groups	to	override		
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the	wishes	as	given	to	head	office.		Therefore,	if	you	have	indicated	
you	do	not	wish	to	receive	communications	in	either	email	or	paper	
style,	you	will	not	get	any	information	in	that	style	from	your	Group	or	
head	office.	This	is	especially	relevant	if	you	decide	to	receive	only	core	
communication.	Groups	will	not	be	allowed	to	send	you	a	walks	
programme	or	newsletter.		
	
You	can	rectify	this	situation	by	logging	onto	the	Ramblers	website	and	
changing	your	preference.		Use	the	‘Login’	tab	at	the	top	of	the	page,	
or,	if	you	do	not	yet	have	an	account,		create	your		account	by	
following	the	instructions	in	the	‘Register’	tab.		
	
Please	be	considerate	to	your	Membership	Secretary	who	will	be	
working	very	hard	to	carry	through	the	wishes	of	each	member,	which	
will	alter	from	month	to	month.	I’m	certain	there	will	be	a	few	teething	
problems	but	with	a	positive	attitude	we	will	overcome	them.	
	
Tessa	Wyatt		
 
Clevedon	Group’s	Walk	Around	Berkeley	
Our	Chair	Sue	led	us	on	a	
9	mile	circular	walk	
around	Berkeley	on	18th	
Feb	2018.		It	was	one	of	
those	lovely	Sundays	
which	brought	many	
members	out	for	the	day	
to	make	the	most	of	the	
weather.	You	can	see	the	
group	heading	down	the	Severn	Way	along	the	estuary	after	just	
after	we	had	passed	alongside	the	old	Berkeley	Power	Station	site	
where	we	found	the	old	railway	engine	and	carriage.	The	route	took	
us	through	some	wonderfully	muddy	paths	returning	via	Whitcliffe	
Deer	Park	back	to	Berkeley.	
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Southwold	Face	The	Beast!	
Every	March,	the	Southwold	Ramblers	organise	a	long	weekend	away,	
normally	Friday	to	Monday.		This	year	it	was	Lynton,	Devon.		The	
weather	forecast	was	not	too	good:	the	UK	was	to	expect	cold	weather	
from	the	east.		But	never	mind,	there’s	no	such	thing	as	bad	weather,	
only	inappropriate	clothing	so	we	were	okay.	

Saturday	walk	along	the	Lyn	River	

The	Friday	walk	on	the	way	down	was	enjoyed	by	all.		Even	the	
weather	played	its	part	–	sunny	but	windy,	however,	the	ground	was	a	
little	muddy	under	foot	after	several	days	of	rain,	but	not	too	bad.		

Saturday	was	a	different	story:	deteriorating	weather	conditions	with	
strong	winds	and	a	good	covering	of	snow.		The	scheduled	walks	were	
cancelled	as	the	routes	for	both	of	the	walks	took	in	exposed	costal	
parts	of	the	South	West	Coast	Path.		As	a	last	resort,	an	impromptu		
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walk	was	suggested	–	along	the	Lyn	River	from	Lynmouth	to	the	village	
of	Rockford,	an	8	mile	out	and	back	walk.		This	was	accepted	by	some	
29	walkers.			

By	breakfast	time	on	Sunday	the	weather	had	deteriorated	even	
further	as	the	Beast	from	the	East	–	as	the	newspapers	had	dubbed	it	-	
was	blowing	a	full	gale	and	driving	snow	conditions.		It	was	about	this	
time	that	we	found	out	that	Lynton	was	cut	off	from	the	rest	of	the	UK:	
snow	had	blocked	the	all	roads	out.		Not	to	be	beaten	by	the	‘Beast’,	
several	walkers	braved	the	elements	and	walked	from	our	hotel	to	the	
Valley	of	the	Rocks	and	back,	a	distance	of	about	3	miles.	

Monday	saw	an	improvement	in	the	weather.		Though	still	windy,	
there	had	been	no	further	significant	falls	of	snow.		However,	we	
learnt	that	the	snow	ploughs	were	trying	to	clear	the	roads	out,	and	
we	would	be	advised	by	the	hotel	reception	as	soon	as	they	knew.		It	
wasn’t	until	15:30ish	that	the	Blackmoor	Gate	road	was	opened	and	
we	could	go	home.		A	memorable	weekend!		

Hill	climb	after	lunch	at	the	Rockford	Inn,	Rockford	
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Coach	trip	to	the	Malverns	
Bristol	Ramblers	are	arranging	a	coach	trip	to	the	Malverns	on	9th	
September,	with	tickets	a	bargain	at	£15.		Contact	
secretary@bristolramblers.org.uk	to	book.	
	
There	will	be	a	choice	of	three	linear	walks	of	varying	distances.	The	
longest	walk	will	cover	the	full	length	of	the	Malverns	ridge	from	north	
to	south,	while	the	other	two	shorter	walks	will	cover	attractive	
sections	offering	the	prospect	of	magnificent	views.	All	the	walks	will	
end	in	Ledbury.	
	
	
	

View	of	the	Malverns	–	but	we’ll	keep	
our	feet	on	the	ground!	
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Somer	Valley	Walking	Festival	
September	14th,15th,	16th	2018	

This	will	be	the	third	year	of	our	Walking	Festival	which	combines	the	
beautiful	landscape	of	the	Somer	Valley,	around	Radstock,	Peasedown	
and	Paulton,	with	the	industrial	heritage	of	what	was	once	the	North	
East	Somerset	coalfield.	Our	walks	visit	some	of	the	sites	of	these	
(canals,	railways	and	collieries)	as	well	as	traces	of	Roman	occupation.	
The	Festival	starts	on	the	evening	of	Friday	September	14th	with	a	talk	
by	a	local	expert	on	The	Romans	in	the	Somer	Valley.	

On	Saturday	15th	there	will	be	a	programme	of	short	walks	starting	
from	Paulton,	Westfield	and	Radstock	and	a	longer	walk	from	
Peasedown	St	John	to	Priston	to	enjoy	some	of	the	music	at	the	
Priston	Festival	(return	with	the	leader	or	under	your	own	steam!)	
Finally,	on	the	morning	of	Sunday	16th,	we	will	be	offering	four	longer	
walks	(including	one	of	15	miles)	plus	a	Nature	Walk	from	the	village	of	
Shoscombe.	

All	walks	are	free	and	led	by	experienced	leaders.	

To	find	out	more	visit	www.bathscapewalkingfestival.co.uk	

http://www.bathscapewalkingfestival.co.uk
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www.bathscapewalkingfestival.co.uk
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Wessex	Wanderer	Railway	Walks	–	
based	on	the	Bristol	to	Weymouth	Railway	Line	

	

	
	
The	walks	programme	will	be	well	under	way	when	this	Area	News	is	
published	and	it	is	to	be	hoped	the	weather	will	have	improved	and	
the	mud	a	bad	memory	of	the	somewhat	soggy	winter	and	spring.	
	
If	you	don’t	have	a	copy,	the	full	2018	programme	is	to	be	found	on	
the	dedicated	website	(www.wessexrailwaywalks.org.uk)	although	at	
the	time	of	writing	the	site	was	still	in	its	original	format	because	of	
technical	problems	encountered	by	Joy	Harrison,	WWW	Co-Ordinator,	
who	is	taking	over	responsibility	for	the	site.	
	
The	Winter	Get	Together,	which	was	held	in	Westbury	in	February,	was	
very	successful	although	I	did	get	the	walkers	back	to	the	pub	rather	
later	than	planned	which	delayed	lunch	a	little.		However	the	new	
Landlady	and	Landlord	proved	excellent	hosts	and	the	food	ample	and	
enjoyable.		
	
The	‘new	to	us’	GWR	rolling	stock	is	now	in	operation	but	(again	at	the	
time	of	writing)	it	had	not	all	been	modified	to	suit	our	line.	The	
problem	is	that	unmodified	it	is	not	possible	to	open	only	one	set	of		
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doors	where	required	for	safety	reasons	at	the	smaller	stations	such	as	
Avoncliff.		I	really	do	hope	this	is	now	an	historic	problem	because	as	I	
understand	it	the	unmodified	trains	were	not	going	to	stop	at	the	
affected	stations.	
	
However	don’t	let	this	put	you	off.		Fares	have	risen	of	course	and	are	
relatively	more	expensive	the	shorter	the	journey	but	with	a	Senior	
Rail	Card	the	fare	from	Bristol	Temple	Meads	to	Weymouth	is	£12.70	
return.		If	you	happen	to	have	a	different	type	of	rail	card,	you	will	
need	to	check	fares	as	there	seems	to	be	variations	in	what’s	offered.	
	
Sylvia	Popham	
	
Good	Landowner	Scheme	
We	all	know	the	feeling.		It’s	a	lovely	walk,	but…		the	route	is	blocked	
with	a	crop	that	has	grown	metres	in	the	past	few	weeks!		Our	
Footpath	Secretaries	work	hard	to	resolve	these	issues	and	landowners	
know	they	should	not	be	blocking	a	public	footpath.		Fortunately,	there	
are	also	conscientious	landowners	and	farmers	who	keep	paths	clear	
of	crops,	reinstate	ploughed	fields	and	trim	back	the	hedgerow	around	
stiles.	
	
Area	Ramblers	are	launching	a	new	
initiative	to	thank	those	farmers	and	
landowners	who	take	time	and	effort	
to	keep	routes	open	or	make	the	
route	as	enjoyable	as	possible.	
During	the	summer	please	report	the	
best	examples	of	good	land	access	in	
your	Group	Area	to	your	Group	
Secretary.		We	hope	to	thank	them	in	
the	late	autumn,	(after	maize	cropping)!		Hopefully	we	will	find	a	
‘Good	Landowner’	in	each	of	our	four	local	authorities.	
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http://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk
mailto:wfh@bathramblers.org.uk
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Ramblers	Holidays	
Ramblers	Holidays	have	been	successfully	providing	outstanding	
walking	and	activity	holidays	since	1946.	As	we	continue	to	innovate	
and	look	to	the	future,	and	to	celebrate	our	heritage,	the	company	is	
launching	two	new	brands.	Details	are	on	Ramblers	Walking	Holidays	
web	site.	

	

	

	 		

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	

	 Articles	for	the	October	2018	edition	of	AAN	are	required	by	
25th	August	2018.	Please	email	Kathy	Thomas	using	the	link	on	

www.avon-ramblers.org.uk	
Advertising	rates	for	camera-ready	artwork,	

Full	Page	£50,	Half	Page	£30,	Quarter	Page	£20	Circulation	2,000	

The	Ramblers	Association	is	a	registered	charity	(England	and	
Wales	no.1093577	Scotland	no	SCO39799)	and	a	company	limited	

by	guarantee,	registered	in	England	and	Wales	no	4458492.	
Registered	office:	

2nd	floor,	Camelford	House,	87-90	Albert	Embankment,		
London	SE1	7TW	
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